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ENDANGERED  AND  THREATENED 
WILDLIFE  AND  PLANTS 

American  Ginseng;  Review  of  Status 

AGENCY:  U.S.  Fish  and  WUdlife  Serv¬ 
ice. 

ACTION :  Review  of  the  status  of  Amer¬ 
ican  ginseng. 

SUMMARY :  Notice  is  hereby  given  that 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  evi¬ 
dence  on  hand  to  warrant  a  review  of 
American  ginseng  iPanax  quinquefolius) 
to  determine  whether  the  plant  should 
be  proposed  for  listing  as  an  Endanger¬ 
ed  or  Threatened  species. 

DATES:  Information  regarding  the 
status  of  this  species  should  be  submitted 
on  or  before  October  11,  1977. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  on  this  notice 
of  review  should  be  submitted  to  the  Di¬ 
rector  (FWS/OES),  U.S.  Pish  and  Wild¬ 
life  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  the  In¬ 
terior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Mr.  Keith  M.  Schreiner,  Associate  Di¬ 
rector — Federal  Assistance,  U.S.  Pish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C. 
20240,  Phone  202-343-4646. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION : 
American  ginseng  is  listed  on  Appendix 
n  of  the  Convention  on  International 
Trade  In  Endangered  Species  of  Wild 
Fauna  and  Flora  (February  22, 1977,  Fed¬ 
eral  Register,  42  FR  10461-10488) .  Ihe 
Convention  was  established  to  protect 
wild  animals  and  plants  from  overex¬ 
ploitation  by  international  trade.  The  ex¬ 


port  of  plants  listed  an  Appendix  II  re¬ 
quires  documentation  Issued  by  the  U.S. 
Pish  and  Wildlife  Service.  Export  of  cul¬ 
tivated  American  ginseng  can  be  con¬ 
ducted  under  a  Certificate  of  Exception 
that  can  be  'Obtained  from  the  Federal 
WUdlife  Permit  Office  (cf.  42  FR  10461). 
Permits  for  the  export  of  wUd  American 
ginseng  are  also  obtained  from  the  Fed¬ 
eral  WUdlife  Permit  Office:  however,  tlie 
issuance  of  such  permits  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Scientific  Authority. 

American  ginseng  is  included  in  num¬ 
erous  State  lists  of  endangered,  threat- 
cnc.d  and  rare  plants.  In  addition,  the 
species  has  been  included  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  revision  by  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution.  “Endangered  and  Threatened 
Plants  of  the  United  States.” 

Many  States  have  laws  designed  to 
conserve  wdld  plants  and  to  protect  plant 
resources  on  private  land.  In  a  few  cases 
statutes  have  been  passed  (such  as  the 
Michigan  Endangered  Species  Act  of 
1974)  that  pertain  specifically  to  the 
conservation  of  American  ginseng.  Al¬ 
though  export  of  American  ginseng  can 
be  controUed  pursuant  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  that  International  treaty  does  not 
contain  specific  provisions  for  the  con¬ 
servation  of  plants  in  the  wild.  Most 
States  do  not  have  such  provisions 
either;  nor  do  State  statutes  provide 
uniform  controls  for  the  harvest  of  wUd 
ginseng.  Consequently,  the  Service  be¬ 
lieves  that  American  ginseng  may  benefit 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Elndangered 
Species  Act  of  1973.  The  provisions  of 
the  Act  for  conservation  of  listed  species 
in  the  wild  and  the  regulation  of  inter¬ 
state  trade  for  such  species  may  be 
necessary  to  insure  the  continued  sur¬ 
vival  of  the  American  ginseng,  particu¬ 
larly  in  States  where  it  has  been  severely 
depleted  because  of  overcollecting  and 
habitat  modification.  If  American  gin¬ 


seng  is  listed  as  an  Endangered  or 
Threatened  species,  the  plant  will  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  regulations  published  in  the 
June  24.  1977,  Federal  Register  (42  FR 
32373-32381). 

The  Service  has  information  that 
American  ginseng  has  been  observed  in 
the  wild  in  at  least  the  following  States: 
Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Dela¬ 
ware,  Georgia,  Illinois,  In^ana,  Iowa, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  Michigan.  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Missour,  Nebraska.  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York.  North 
Carolina.  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania. 
Rhode  Island.  South  Carolina.  Tennes¬ 
see,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
and  Wisconsin.  In  addition,  American 
ginseng  has  been  observed  in  the  wild 
in  Ontario,  Quebec,  and  Manitoba. 
Canada. 

The  Service  is  seeking  the  views  of 
the  Governors  of  all  the  above  States  and 
the  Government  of  Canada  concerning 
the  biological  and  commercial  status  of 
American  ginseng.  Other  interested  par¬ 
ties  are  hereby  invited  to  submit  any 
factual  information,  including  publica¬ 
tions  and  written  reports,  which  are 
germane  to  this  status  review. 

Data  received  will  be  used  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Interior  to  help  ascertain 
whether  American  ginseng  should  be 
listed  as  an  Endangered  or  Threatened 
species,  and  by  the  Ekidangered  Species 
Scientific  Authority  (which  must  ap¬ 
prove  all  exports  of  American  ginseng 
that  have  been  obtained  from  the  wild). 

This  notice  of  review  was  prepared 
by  Mr.  Roger  E.  McManus  and  Dr.  Bruce 
MacBryde,  Office  of  Endangered  Species. 

Dated:  August  3.  1977. 

Ltnn  a.  Greenwalt. 

Director.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
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